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FR JERRY BROWNE
A very successful series of
workshops was conducted
throughout the diocese
during February and
March with almost 600
people participating in the
formation process.

Currently parishes are busy
preparing for the RENEW Africa
Parish Mission will be conducted
during the Easter Season. There is a
lot of pexibility on how the Mission
is to be conducted. Where parishes
are in close proximity they may
wish to join with a neighbouring
parish. Some parishes may decide
to conduct the mission over 3 weeks
while others will host the event over
3 nights running.

The Parish Mission basically
offers a taste of RENEW Africa.
It involves Music and song, a
proclamation of the Word, a homily
and personal witnessing by a member
of the local parish. Following the
Mission parishioners are invited to
socialize together in the parish hall
over a cup of tea and a biscuit. A few
activities may be arranged to provide
an opportunity for parishioners to get
to know each other a little better and
share informally on their experience
of the mission.

‘RENEW Africa Banner: Orders are
currently being taken for a RENEW
Africa Banner. The PVC banner costs
R100 and carries the ofycial RENEW
Africa Logo. If you would like to
order a banner for your parish, please
contact the Pastoral Development
ofyce for an order form.

‘RENEW  Africa Song: Two
submissions have been made in
response to our request for a RENEW
Africa Song. Hopefully a decision
will be made in the near future in this
regard so that the song and music
score can be circulated to parishes for
their use.

‘Resource  Pack: During the
recent round of training we made a
commitment to circulate a resource
pack to parishes in the form of a CD.
This will contain the RENEW Africa
Logo, atemplate fora RENEW Africa
Brochure and additional resources.
This is currently being compiled
and will be forwarded to parishes as
soon as possible. In the meantime
if a parish is in need of the ofycial
RENEW Africa Logo, they are asked
to sent their request in the form of an
email to the PDO. N.B. The RENEW
Africa Logo can not be altered and
no other logo may be used in its
place. It is an ofycial trademark of
RENEW International.

-Sign Up Sunday - Sign up for
RENEW Africa will culminate with
a Sign-Up-Sunday on the 27th July
2008. People may wish to sign up
beforehand if they are not available on
that particular Sunday. It is important
that people sign-up so that the Parish

Core Community is able to make
the necessary preparations for the
launching of RENEW Africa in the
parish. This will include identifying
Small Community Leaders and
ordering resource materials for all
participants.

IDates for the Ofycial Launch of
RENEW Africa in the Diocese:
RENEW Africa will be ofycially
launched in the Diocese with events at
Deanery level. These events will take
place during September 2008. The
dates for the different deaneries are
as follows: Midlands / Somerset East,
21 September, 2008; East London, 24
September, 2008 (public Holiday);
Border / King Williamés Town, 28
September, 2008; Port Elizabeth, 5
October 2008.

-PrayerTime Cycle A: Faith-Sharing
Repections on the Sunday Gospels
has arrived in the Diocese. Copies
are available from the Pastoral
Development Ofyce at a cost of
R100.

Extract
From Family
Matters
Newsletter
— April 2008

From Zenit. fiData
show Beneyts of Families.0
AROME, MARCH 10, 2008 (Zenit.
org).- Research into the family
continues to conyrm the importance
of two parents as the best basis for
bringing up children. One common
problem in the last few decades
is the absence of fathers, and the
corresponding rise of families
headed by single mothers.o

A number of research projects
are mentioned. These referred to the
effects of family change on children
and unfair government taxation of
married couples. The Commission
of the Bishopso Conferences of the
European Union argued that the
breakdown of family life results in
high social and economic costs for
society and governments.

The break-up of marriages is,
in many cases, fia psychological
and moral disaster for the partners
involved, and the children involved
often suffer traumatic experiences,0
the report adverted.

The report listed a wide
variety of measures governments
could take to help married couples.
The proposals ranged from better
preparation before marriage, to
greater support from educational
institutions and  businesses for
couples.
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St Augustine’s Cathedral Parish

We all experienced Lent coming
upon us very soon after Christmas this
year, as Easter Sunday was almost the
earliest it can be. Take note and be
prepared it will be the same next year!
We know that the date of Easter Sunday
is determined by the moon and it struck
me with the yrst reading on Easter
Saturday pm that the author of the book
of Genesis recognized this, when he
wrote that God created the moon and
gave it to humans to determine seasons,
festivals and so on!

The parish had the usual Lenten
programme with good attendance at the
weekly Stations, weekday Masses and
Penitential Services. During that time
parishioners contributed generously to
the Bishops Lenten Appeal, giving a
total of R27 778. The Easter Services
were attended by capacity crowds and
were enhanced by wonderful singing,
beautiful church decorations and the
presence of our Bishop.

Vigil service included the baptism
of 4 new members, Krishna Pillay,
Alexander Potgieter, Jason and Faye
Prinsloo. Krishna, Alexander and Jason
were also conyrmed, and Faye who is
only 13 will now enter the conyrmation
programme. These candidates, some
sponsors and some candidates from
Corpus Christi parish had spent the
Saturday morning in prayer and
repection with Tristan and Kaye.

Earlier on the parish had rejoiced
with the Community of Santd Egidio
in the visit of Fr Giorgio Ferretti. The
coordinator for the Port Elizabeth group
is Andre Mukheiber, a leading member
of the cathedral choir and a senior
lecturer in law at the local NMMU.

On Sunday 24 February the
local Community of SantéEgidio

came for Mass in the Cathedral. Fr
Giorgio Ferretti from the community
in  Rome
Deenihan.

concelebrated with  Fr
Members of the Port

Bishop Coleman with the 4 parishioners who were baptised at the Easter
Saturday Vigil Service.

The Mass of the Holy Chrism was
celebrated in the cathedral this year and
it was wonderful to see a very large
crowd come to support our Bishop
and priests as they renewed their
commitment to the priesthood and the
diocese.

Over 40 priests concelebrated with
Bishop Coleman and from the Bishopds
homily it seemed as if we had gained
more priests in the past year.

Bishop Mike spoke from the heart
on the theme of forgiveness especially
of people close to us who have caused
emotional pain and hurt in our lives,
and this was applicable to all, clergy,
religious and laity, family, work,
community and church life. The Easter

Elizabeth community were joined by
two members from the communities
in Pretoria and Johannesburg. The Port
Elizabeth community was commenced
in August 2007 and the members
include parishioners form  Saint
Augustineds and members from the
University community. The Community
meets every Thursday at 18:00 in the
SRC Chambers of the NMMU for the
weekly prayer.

The parish held the annual St
Patrickés Day Dance on Saturday 8th
March, in anticipation of the feast on
17th March, (Holy Week). A great
crowd attended and enjoyed a night of
funand dancing and added a satisfactory
amount to the parish funds.

News from St Patrick’s, Sydenham

JACKIE VAN DEVENTER

St. Patrick’s Sydenham
are happy once again in
that we have Father Davis

looking after us.

We would like to thank Bishop
Michael for sending Fr. Davis to us and
also to the Community of St. Jameso
T thank you for sharing your lovely
priest.

St, Patts hosted the Caravan lunch
on St. Patrickés Day March 17th and
we supplied a three course meal for 26
Priests and 4 Assumption Sisters. | am
speaking under correction when | say
that this was a yrst as | cannot remember
ever having the Nuns gracing our tables
before this.

It was lovely seeing some of the
past teachers of the Assumption Convent
and many a fido you rememberd was
exchanged as there were a couple of
Assumption Convent past pupils in the
kitchen.

Nine CWL ladies started work at
8:30am on that Monday morning and
left after the last dish had been cleaned
at about 4pm 7T it was a marathon day
indeed.

Easter services were well attended
and we had quite a number of St. Jamesd
parishioners attending our services as
most of the St. Patfs started earlier than
those held at St. James and we were
please to welcome them to our church.

On Sunday Father Davis handed
out Easter eggs to all who had been at
Mass. A truly joyous occasion for all.

Sant’Egidio in
Port Elizabeth

ANDRE MUKHEIBIR

On 16 August 2007 the
Community of Sant’Egidio
of Port Elizabeth gathered
together for the first time
for the evening prayer in
the retired priests chapel at

Nazareth House.

For the yrst month there were
never more than yve people who
came together and the composition of
the group varied from week to week.
Eventually the evening prayer was
moved to the campus of the Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan University and
the Community started working together
with the Association of Catholic Tertiary
Students (ACTS) on campus. Students
from ACTS started attending the
weekly prayer together with the adult
Catholics who had started the group
and the Port Elizabeth community
started growing. Since November 2007
the weekly prayer has been held in the
SRC chambers at the Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University at 18:00 every
Thursday.

At the end of 2007 the Community
in conjunction with ACTS held
a Christmas party for more than
100 children at the Booysens Park
Community Centre. Booysens Park has
subsequently also become the venue for
the School of Peace, which commenced
in March 2008.

Every Saturday morning for about
two hours, members of the Community
of SantéEgidio go to the Sapphire Road
Primary School to spend time with
about 20 grade one children. Within the
next months the School of Peace will
expand to include at least 50 children.
The School of Peace is one of the more
important outreach programmes of the
Community of SantéEgidio.

The idea is to get to know the
children, to befriend them and to love
them. The School of Peace furthermore
creates an environment where children
learn to co-exist peacefully. During
the two hours the children play games,
sing and draw, and eventually as they
progress with school, they will also be
helped with their homework.

For the yrst time this year the
Community held an Easter retreat
in South Africa. Eleven members
of the Port Elizabeth group went to
Johannesburg to celebrate Easter
with the communities of Lesotho
(Maseru and Mohaleés Hoek), Pretoria,
Johannesburg and Polokwane. The four
days were spent celebrating the Easter
liturgy, meeting at night for the prayer
and with daily assemblies discussing the
life of the Community in the world. It
was a blessed time for all who attended
the retreat.

The Community is a Catholic
lay organisation recognised by the
Pontiycal Council for the Laity and as
such one of the finew movementso of
the Church. It is involved with peace
negotiations, campaigns against the
death penalty and help for the mentally
ill and disabled all over the world. All
these activities are rooted in the Gospel
and the source of the Communityds
work is personal prayer and listening to
the word of God.

This year the Community is
celebrating its 40th anniversary. We of
the Port Elizabeth community hope that
during this year our group will grow and
increase our efforts to live the Gospel of
Jesus in a concrete and tangible way.

Anyone who is interested in
ynding out more about the Community
of SantéEgidio can read all about it
on the website www.santegidio.org.
Anyone who is interested in speciycally
getting involved with the prayer or the
School of Peace of the Port Elizabeth
Community can contact us via e-mail at
santegidiope@muweb.co.za or by means
of a fax at the number 0866713451.
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News From St Francis Xavier/

St Martin De Porres In East

London By Neill Erasmus
ST FRANCIS XAVIER/ ST MARTIN DE PORRES

celebrating Holy Week.

The parish of St Francis Xavier/ St Martin de Porres
joined millions of devoted Catholics across the world in

celebrating Holy Week.

Holy week commenced with Palm
Sunday. On this day we had a very
digniyed, but simple entrance. During
the Homily, Father Slater took us on the
journey that Jesus also undertook. We
were also reminded that during the Holy
week finiceo attractions like sport will be
used in our communities to distract the
faithful. It will therefore be incumbent
upon us to remain strong and faithful
during this week in our Catholic faith.

On  Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings we had prayer
evenings. These evenings provided the
ideal spiritual preparation for the Easter
Tridium.

Holy Thursday was very special
as we shared in the Body and Blood
of Christ. This served to remind us
when He had His last Supper with His
disciples. During the evening 60 extra-
ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist were
commissioned and 24 ward leaders had
their feet washed by Father Slater. The
washing of feet symbolised the humility
of Christ in serving His people.

Good Friday was also a very solemn
celebration as we were taken through
the moments when Christ was arrested,
appeared before Pontius Pilate and then
cruciyed.

The highlight of the weekend was
the Easter Vigil. In silence and total
darkness we waited for the resurrection
of Christ. During the Vigil, our psalmist
and our Liturgical bands delivered music
of a very high quality and that set the
tone for the rest of the Vigil. After the
Homily we received 22 candidates who
had completed their RCIA training. 4 of
them were baptised into the faith and one
couple even got married.

The Tridium was concluded with
Father Slater thanking all parishioners
who had contributed in making the week
a huge success and wishing us all a very
blessed Easter weekend. Indeed a very
holy celebration.

OUR VERY OWN GOOD
SAMARITAN — RAVEN
FOURIE celebrating

40 years in SVP

The parish of St Francis Xavier/ St
Martin de Porres can feel truly blessed
to have such a wonderfully committed
person in the form of Raven Fourie in
East London.

Raven is truly a remarkable man
in that he committed two thirds of his
adult life in serving the poor members
of our community. Raven always felt
that he needs to contribute something
to society, so in 1967, when he moved
to East London from Queenstown he
immediately joined the SVP. This to
him was a commitment that he has
made as a child based on his own family
background and this is a commitment
that he kept faithfully for a period of
40 years.

During this period he also used
to tease FR Michael Coleman that as
SVP chairman he is the boss and that
the priest works under him. When FR
Coleman was ordained as Bishop, he
made it quite clear that roles are now
reversed and that he is now the boss.

Raven is also one of the longest
serving Eucharist Ministers in East
London. He was commissioned to
this ministry in 1973 and is still
wholeheartedly committed to all his
wonderful ministries.

On 29th of May, the Feast Day of
St Joseph, Raven will be celebrating
his 60th birthday. To you Raven, we
say happy birthday and may God Bless
you with good health and a long life.

St. James (R.C) Secondary

School

MRS C. M BECK - PRINCIPAL

The St James family was pleasantly surprised by the visit of one of their ex-
pupils, Verdette Grouman. Verdette has read about the plight of a current learner at St
James, Shanice Smith, in the PE Express recently, and decided to donate an amount of
R1 000 to her cause. Shanice, a Grade 8 learner at the school, is 95% deaf in the one
ear and 90% deaf in the other. Mrs Beck. The principal has mentioned: fiWe are proud
to have Shanice at our school, because she has shown resilience and is a role model to
her classmateso. There is a drive towards collecting funds in order to acquire a hearing
device which would enable Shanice to hear her teachers in class, without having to
lip-read. Shanices mom, Emmerentia Smith said: fiAll contributions towards this
cause is highly appreciatedo. The staff and learners at St James are planning to launch
their own drive towards collecting funds in support of Shanice, starting off on Friday

with a Civvies Day.

/

SUPPLIERS OF:

DICK CHAN AGENCIES |

WHOLESALE TO THE TRADE

News From Sacred Heart, King

William’s Town

TERRY KINGSTON

We congratulate Winston
Plaatjies on being elected
the Grand Knight of CL38
KWT and Ann Whittles as
president of CWL.

We wish Fr John Pullokaran a
happy home visit to India. It will be
a working holiday as Fr John will be
seeing to the printing of our parishis
125th Anniversary/ family album.

This glossy top notch publication
will feature many pictures of parishioners
and their families. A history section ,
pictures of past bishops of the Diocese
and the past priests of Sacred Heart are
also included. A lot of time was spent on
the compilation of the book especially by
Fr John, Christopher Muller and Felicity
Collocott. A picture of the church taken
at 1am in the morning by Christopher and
Fr John indicates that a lot of midnight
oil was spent on this project.

Congratulations to Simone,
daughter of Ashley and Inel Starkey on
being selected captain of the KHS High
School yrst hockey team . Son, Randall,
a sub-warden at Rhodes University
also just graduated (Bcomm.) Tammy
Harris also graduated as a BALLB.
CWL will be celebrating their 50th
anniversary this year and are busy
planning for this big event.

Sr Bernardis has once again
commenced with the f{Be My
Discipled0 course and catechetical

training. It is pleasing to note that
the youth are attending in numbers.

The Renew Core Team have been
planning, attending workshops and
meeting regularly in preparation for the
launch in May.

During Lent our parish held a fast
dayo on the 14 March. The fast ended
with a special service, mass and ynally
a fisoup eveningo to break the fast. The
Knightingales prepared no fewer than
9 different delicious soups and the hall
was tastefully decked out . Parishioners
were highly appreciative of this annual
event and over 40 litres of soup was
consumed.

The Easter celebrations were asusual
very special. Thanks to all who really put
in a lot of time and effort from the power
arrangers, choir, altar servers, Eucharistic
ministers, proclaimers, commentators
, cantors, hospitality people, sacristans
and not to forget Fr John Pullokaran and
Deacon Helmut Muller.

Yours truly was fortunate enough to
attend Easter Sunday mass at the Sacred
Heart Church, Kabega Park , PE and met
many friendly involved parishioners.
Congratulations on a well organised
Easter Triduum programme, right down
to the detailed checklist. Parishioners
commented very favourably on the
weekends proceedings. Keep up the good
work Fr Paul Fahy.

On Good Friday the Knights joined
by CWL were responsible for presiding
over afiHoly Houro.The readings, singing
and attendance was excellent, Well done.
Our deepest sympathies to Don and
Gillian Boswell and the Alexander

family on the passing away of Vinnie .
MHDSRIP. Vinnie , was very involved
with CWL and the Legion of Mary.

Parishioners watching basketball in PE over the Easter weekend

L to R : Daisy Kingston (KWT), Roger Ah Kun (PE) , Desire Radloff (EL) and
Elizabeth Ah Kun (with the " Renew "banner)

D.G. CLEANERS

CLEANING SERVICE

HOME - FLAT - OFFICE - CHURCH - SCHOOLS - efc.

contact : A. T. Brown

CELL. : 083 686 3902

SACBC FAMILY LIFE
DESK NEWS

2008 FAMILY LIFE THEME
“ME AND MY FAMILY.”
Each monthés theme provides
opportunities  for family life
education and enrichment. It is
hoped that parishes will pick up
this theme and the repections
for each Sunday and include this
awareness of God and family in
the bidding prayers at Masses.
Family orientated repections on
the Sunday readings are published
on www.marfam.org.za and in
Marriage and Family Living in
English and are also available in

different languages on request.

APRIL - ME, GOD AND MY
FAMILY.

Spirituality and religion play an
important part in family life. They
are the foundation of our values
and give depth and meaning to our
own lives. We all have a sense of
the spiritual but different religions
formalise this differently.

Many families have members
following these different ways but
a common faith life is a great gift
and uniyer.

Catholics hold that the Church
exists to evangelise, to spread the
Good News of Godos love revealed
to us in Jesus Christ. The Church
invites us into a deeper relationship
with God as an individual, but also
within our family as the domestic
church and with the community of
believers. God is a personal loving

God not a remote impersonal
being.
In April we in South Africa

celebrate Freedom Day. Freedom
is not licence to do as we please but
to be able to do what we believe is
right. There should be freedom to
practise our own religion and live
according to our own value system.
What is Godés place in your
and your familyés life? Are you
free to live your spiritual life
and your own value system?
Repect, share, discuss and pray
about this.

JARED FORLEE
CONVENIENT STORE

& HARDWARE
118 WELCOME AVENUE
THEESCOMBE
Phone: 379 5474

FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS!
And the freshest bread in town

4 MARIAN VILLA. )
PROTECTING THE UNBORN.

* POLYSTYRENE CONTAINERS
* PLASTIC CONTAINERS

* FOIL CONTAINERS

* PLASTIC/PAPER BAGS

* CAKE/PIZZA BOXES

* SERVIETTES

* BAKING INGREDIENTS

* CONDIMENTS

« CANNED GOODS

15 CHRISSIE STREET, KORSTEN, PORT ELIZABETH 6020
\_ TEL: 4536610 * 4536597 * 4534636 FAX: 4514590

HE FAMILY BUSINESS THAT STIL
OFFERS YOU A PERSONAL SERVICE

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

Marian Villa provides security, peace and
tranquility for pregnant women who have chosen
against abortion. The Home allows them to plan their
future in a conydential and homely
atmosphere.

INSURANCE AND FLORAL
REQUIREMENTS

DIGNIFIED SERVICE WITH
24-HOUR ATTENTION

FIRST AVENUE FUNERAL HOME WALMER
Our Reputation is Built on Understanding”

\F 041 581 5028 ALL HOURS

P.O. BOX 5711, WALMER 6065 J

The Knights of Da Gama manage the home under the
auspices of the Bishops’ Right to Live
Campaign.

Marian Villa is funded by donations and grants from
various societies and religious orders.

If you need help for yourself and your unborn child
phone the House Mother,
Yvonne Williams, at 041-5821674.

37 PARLIAMENT STREET
PORT ELIZABETH 6001
PO. BOX 12019
CENTRAHIL 6006

TEL: 041 5851575

FAX: 041 5857797

CELL: 082 5751802
rose@mmkarchitects.co.za
www.mmkarchitects.com

With Compliments from

PERICON
BUILDERS

& PAINTING CONTRACTORS cc

Tel: (041) 484 2266

MOORS MILNE AND KIEVIT
ARCHITECTS INCORPORATED
Should you wish to contribute to this wonderful,
Life Preserving Ministry, the banking details are:
Marian Villa
Standard Bank — Rink Street Branch.
Branch code: 050417
Account no: 080272681.

. J

32 HILL STREET
GRAHAMSTOWN 6140
TEL/FAX: 046 6223417

AJM MOORS

B.Arch MIArch (ECIA)
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