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Address by Archbishop Buti Tihagale, President of the SACBC, made during the 
Bishop’s Plenary Meeting in Marianhill 

Particular events in the past year in SA, point to the underlying malaise in the moral order of society. This is a breakdown in mastery 
over self. Individual greed appears to be rearing its ugly head. There is a noticeable disjuncture, a split between personal and public 
morality. And certainly God’s law is not the yardstick of mans conduct in a country that ostensibly claims to be Christian.

OBITUARY
Fr. Joseph Solomon 

Boswell
Father Joseph Solomon Boswell 
was born in Worcester on 11 
May 1934. He was ordained at St. 
Mary’s in Cape Town on 6th July 
1965 as a Redemptorist Priest.
Fr. Joseph came to minister in the 
diocese of Port Elizabeth in the 
late 1960’s where he spent the 
rest of his active priestly life. In 
due course he was incardinated 
as a priest of the diocese.

His many years of priestly 
ministry were spent in the 
Duncan Village, Alice and 
Bedford Communities – where 
the communities grew under his 
nurturing and where he built a 
number of churches, including 
St. Michael’s in Rabe and St. 
Paul’s in Tyume valley.

Father Joseph also took 
an active interest in nurturing 
vocations, including that of the 
late Fr. Thomas Mkwambi. 

In his later years Father 
Joseph was troubled with ill-
health and depression; eventually 
he went to live in Elsies River in 
retirement where he could be 
better in touch with his family 
and his earlier roots.

During this difficult time, 
and even after he had a serious 
stroke, Father Joseph patiently 
lived out the invitation of Jesus 
in our Requiem Gospel: ‘Come 
to me, all you who labour and are 
overburdened and I will give you 
rest’ – this is a lesson we should 
learn again through Fr. Joseph – 
so many people – even believers 
– when they labour and are 
overburdened, turn away from 
Christ, even angrily, rather than 
come to Him in their difficulties. 

Father Joe had tangible 
symbols of His coming to Christ 
– His breviary, and then later on 
his rosary, when reading was no 
longer an option. 

Father Joseph would accept 
that none of us – himself included 
– are perfect. And this is why 
we pray for him today – but we 
pray in great hope. Why? Again, 
today’s first Scripture Reading 
tells us as we think of Father 
Joseph and of ourselves. ‘Think 
of the love that the Father has 
lavished on us, by letting us be 
called God’s children; and that is 
what we are’ and we add – ‘and 
who Joseph is’. May he rest in 
Joy and Peace.

Mrs. Helena Glanville, compiler and author of the new high-quality 
Coffee Table Book Growing in Faith – a historical sketch of the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth 1847 ï 2007, hands over the ýrst copy to Bishop Michael Coleman. On 
the left is Mrs. Margaret McRae who proof read the text. As far as possible every 
Bishop, Parish and Religious Congregation (past and present) and the various 
Organizations and Sodalities of the Diocese have been included, using what they 
have written of themselves or as others portray them. The book includes many 
beautiful and historical photographs. The project was made possible by the 
French company Editions du Signe who are engaged in similar Church projects 
worldwide.  

The book is now available in all parishes and from the diocesan ofýce at 
R 140-00 per copy. 

A number of events which have come 
to light have given rise to genuine 
concern, 
•The Police commissioner is accused 
of corruption and defeating the ends of 
justice. 
•The former Deputy President will be 
charged with corruption and money 
laundering. 
•The Fidentia pension scam 
saw millions of Rands going to 
individuals.
•Pensions are collected on behalf of 
the dead. 
•Insider trading, allocation of contracts 
to friends and the resultant kick-back 
are a common practice. 
•Tiger Brands has been penalised over 
R90million for bread price-ýxing. 
•Some parliamentarians have been 
charged for cashing in on their travel 
allowance.
•The PSL, already historically 
compromised, awarding million rand 
rewards for sponsorship deals.
•For the police involved in crime it 
is difýcult to be enthusiastic about 
being effective in their work. They 
are already morally compromised by a 
sense of guilt. 

From a moral viewpoint, it is 
extremely difýcult! South African 
communities are generally becoming 
resigned to the scary reality of 
corruption and crime in their daily 
lives. This is a morally repugnant 
situation about which people feel 
helpless. There is a sense that the 
government is not totally committed to 
eradicating crime in society.

Fudging by some of the high 
proýle corruption and crime cases, 
there is a growing sense that moral 
disintegration is increasingly taking 
a grip on our society, in spite of the 
strongly worded ethical codes of 
conduct in both the public and private 
sectors.

There is an absence of a forthright 
moral and ethical leadership.

The Church role therefore is not 
only to deplore corruption in public 
life but also to be actively involved 
on promoting a Christian vision that is 
committed to reversing the corrosive 
inþuence of moral decay. The Church 
needs to promote a strong sense of 
obligation to become directly involved 
in halting corruption and crime by 
actively promoting a value-based 
ethical living.
Religion has a deýnite role to play in 
spite of the spread of secularism and 
agnosticism. Religion is a spiritual 
asset that promotes a sense of 
responsibility in the lives of people. 
As church we cannot simply remain 

in the background while watching 
the country gradually sinking into the 
abyss of Moral decay, as the church 
leadership we have an obligation to 
rise to the challenge.

1. Divisions..
The majority of delegates at 

Polokwane voted for change. They 
openly denied President Mbeki 
the possibility of a third term in 
ofýce. This is praiseworthy. What 
is disturbing however is the moral 
numbness, the moral insensitivity 
about the allegations of corruption, 
money-laundering, racketeering 
etc made against the new President 
of the ANC, calling it a ‘Political 
conspiracy’. Admitting that people are 
innocent until proven guilty, but when 
such a heavy cloud hangs over a senior 
leaders head it ought to make people get 
worried. As concerning are calls from 
people like Winnie Mandela calling 
for the dropping of charges. What 
about Travelgate? What does it mean 
to be óýt to governô? It is this pervasive 
insensitivity that is worrying.

It is fertile ground for moral 
decay. The disintegration of African 
Democracies has taken place 
within such an atmosphere of moral 
insensitivity and laxity. We are, in 
a sense, beginning to see the things 
that make for dislocation of common 
decency, a good name, respect, 
integrity. We have to respond to this 
challenge programmatically and in 
a sustained fashion. We have to be a 
voice of hope that good can triumph 
over evil.

2. Sanctity of Life.
The absolute value and sanctity 

of life in a society where abortions 
are state sanctioned, where the moral 
sensibility of the public, especially the 
youth, is undermined by celebrating 
the rights of individuals to decide 
over her body as a near absolute, by 
consistently refusing to recognise a 
foetus as a person in-the-making.

The absolute value of life is denied 
each time criminals maim and cruelly 
murder innocent people. As church 
we cannot simply be bystanders. Our 
silence has to be broken each time such 
aberrations, such cruelty take place. 
We have a moral obligation to teach, 
encourage, support efforts to uphold 
the absolute value of life. This has 
to be an integral part of the Church’s 
programme. We have to enlist the 
support of Catholics and identify 
those from other communities who 
regard life as of inestimable value. To 
date defending life, especially life in 
the womb, is not part of the church’s 

programmatic action – like actions 
against HIV & AIDS, or Welfare and 
Development Projects or bursaries for 
Rural communities etc.

We propose a resolution that 
will see to it that a campaign for life 
becomes part of the formal programme 
of the Bishops’  Conference.

3. Laity.
For purposes of a resolution, it is 

imperative that the laity be recognised 
as a valuable partner of the work of 
evangelization. It is important that 
their role and actions be recognised 
and enhanced. As baptised Catholics, 
they too have a mission in the Church 
and a role to play in society. Lay 
People are to organise themselves, 
under the direction of the Bishops, in 
order to speak on issues of the day, 

in accordance with the mind of the 
church. They are a vital asset that 
should be taken for granted.

An active laity can be the reþection 
of the vitality of the local church, A 
series of questions about the church 
remain unanswered. How strong is the 
Catholic Church in South Africa. What 
inþuence does it have on the lifestyle 
and policies of the country? 

How many Catholics are there? 
Does the Number grow or diminish? 
Do the numbers in the Catholic 
Directory change? They simply reprint 
the same ýgures every 2 years. The 
numerical strength or weakness of the 
Catholic Church speaks to the spiritual 
condition of the Church itself. It is 
imperative that such an evaluation is 
part and parcel of our programmatic 
activities.

Welcome and Goodbye
We are happy to welcome to our diocese Father Dominic Griego OFM Cap 

and Father Ruýno Ferris OFM Cap who will be ministering at San Francesco 
Parish in Charlo and Father Shaun Lennard who is ministering in St. Colmcille’s 
and the Sundays River Valley during his 6-month sabbatical.

Sadly, we had to say farewell to Fr. Ken Reynolds who returned home for 
health reasons and Fathers Jerram Gosnell OC and Lazarous Mutale OC from St. 
Philip Neri Oratory who will continue their ministry in their home countries.
CONGRATULATIONS

We congratulate Father Siphelele Gwanisheni OFM of Grahamstown and 
Father Cyriacus Okoro OC from St. Philip Neri Oratory who were ordained to the 
priesthood in December 2007 and Deacon Xolisa Mafu OC who was ordained to 
the Diaconate on his way to priesthood.

NEWS FROM EMMAUS CONVENT, EAST LONDON
Sister Serena wishing Sister Betrand, right, a happy 100th birthday at the

Emmaus Convent in Cambridge, East London, last year. 
Sister Serena also celebrated her century milestone a month before.

Marriage Encounter 
Weekend

Beginning on the evening of 
Friday the 29 February and ending on 
the afternoon of Sunday 2nd March 
Marriage Encounter will be hosting a 
weekend for couples who wish to deepen 
their marriage experience. The weekend 
is best suited to couples who have been 
married for 3 or more years and who are 
looking to take their marriage to a deeper 
level.

This weekend is essentially a 
GROWTH weekend and is for couples 
who wish to ýnd deeper ways of 
communicating with each other. It is 
NOT a counselling weekend - but an 
opportunity for couples to discover new 
ways to share their promise of love for 
each other. 

If you would like to be part of this 
weekend please contact the Marriage 
Encounter representatives Karen and 
Clint Barkes on the following numbers: 
Home: 041360 9091His Cell 079 490 
0255; Her Cell 084 401 2304;. 

You may also use the following 
email address: xtopher@telkomsa.
net  Or Kenneth & Lynnette Willaimôs 
on Home tel - 041 4819260; His cell 
ï 0827735011; Her cell - 0828298509

As they say in Marriage Encounter 
- “Your marriage does not need this 
weekend - it deserves it.”   Please keep 
Marriage Encounter and Particularly 
all the couples who will experience this 
weekend in your prayers




