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OPEN LETTER TO THE HON. M.E.C MANDLA MAKHUPHULA

EASTERN CAPE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Education for Liberation

Liberation before education was the war cry of the eighties and the rallying point for so many young people, especially those impoverished and marginalized by the Apartheid system of education. Like so many other slogans, the liberation before education mantra has led to wide-spread disillusionment and despair with the present education system. It has contributed to a distorted understanding of what true and integral education is all about.

Sixteen years down the road the fruit of this mantra is evident throughout the Eastern Cape if not throughout the country at large. The reality is that the present education system throughout the Eastern Cape is a shambles. The disarray and lack of accountability has been exposed on a daily basis over recent months. The people who walked in darkness and who hoped to see a new light have been betrayed. Their dreams and hopes of a new and promising future have been shattered. Once again they feel abandoned and robbed of a future that once seemed so promising. Is the present system any better than that of our dark past?

The Catholic Church of the Diocese of Port Elizabeth continues, through its schools, to empower and equip thousands of young people for meaningful participation in our new democracy. This may be only a drop in the ocean but as Archbishop Emeritus Tutu so often reminds us: “what is the ocean but so many drops”. The empowering of these young people takes place within the context of Catholic Schools. These schools reach out to approximately ten thousand young people from a diversity of backgrounds, cultures and creeds. Its educational system operates within the context of a Christian and Catholic Ethos. Its track record is a source of great pride, where academic excellence, integral growth and formation, coupled with leadership skills, are given top priority.

It is our experience over many generations that a well-rounded education is achieved through discipline, the self-sacrifice of teachers who are willing to go the extra mile, coupled with the support of parents and the commitment of learners.

Honourable Minister, in light of the current education crisis, we call on you and all stakeholders who are involved in education in the Eastern Cape, to a greater sense of accountability and moral responsibility.

We ask you and the Department of Education, to honour your commitment to education and the youth of this country.

We are willing to join in a forum to address these issues.

The Bishop, Priests and Deacons of the

Catholic Diocese of Port Elizabeth.

The Catholic Diocesan Centre, 10 Park Lane, Central, Port Elizabeth 6001 South Africa

e-mail (Bishop) cathport@aerosat.co.za (Finance) wightman@aerosat.co.za
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